Click www.researchjournal.co.in/online/subdetail.html to purchase.

SES A [nternational Journal of Agricultural Sciences @& DOI:10.15740/HAS/1JAS/12.1/115-122
: Volume 12 | Issue 1 | January, 2016 | 115-122 W e ISSN-0976-5670 Visit us : www.researchjournal.co.in

A REVIEW

‘Drumstick tree’ (Moringa oleifera Lam.) is multipurpose
potential crop in rural area of India
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Abstract : Moringa oleifera Lam., a medium sized tree species has gained importance due to its multipurpose usage and well
adaptability to dry and hot climates of north-western plains, central India and dry regions of peninsular India. Moringa oleifera
Lam. (family: Moringaceae) is a highly valued plant, distributed in many countries of the tropics and subtropics. It has an
impressive range of medicinal useswith high nutritional value. Different parts of thisplant contain aprofile of important minerals,
and areagood source of protein, vitamins, B -carotene, amino acids and various phenolics. Themoringaplant providesarich and
rare combination of zeatin, quercetin, B - sitosterol, caffeoylquinic acid and kaempferol. In addition to its compelling water
purifying powers and high nutritional value, M. oleifera isvery important for its medicinal value and it isalso used in Dairy and
meat production in dry regions is very complex due to low quality and shortage of fodder, especially in dry periods. In case of
fodder shortage. i.e. unavailability of fodder in December through May as currently green fodder is least available after wheat,
afalfa, brassicaand maize harvesting. Thisleads towards reduced livestock production and low-quality milk and meat products.
and enlarging the gap between the avail ability of resources and the meeting of human and animals necessities. Peoplearefulfilling
their requirements for food and shelter by depleting natural resources. Moringa oleifera is one of those plants that has been
neglected for several years but now is being investigated for its fast growth, higher nutritional attributes, and utilization as a
livestock fodder crop. It can be grown as a crop on marginal lands with high temperatures and low water availability, whereit is
difficult to cultivate other agricultural crops.
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